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of finches, builds a long pendent bottle-shaped nest, which
hangs from the end of a branch, and is entered from beneath,
quite out of the reach of monkeys and serpents. The tailor-
bird, a little warbler, actually stitches leaves together with
cotton, which it gathers for the purpose, to form its nest in
the cavity; I have sometimes found these in garden shrubs
quite close to the window of my study. Crows abound
everywhere : their impudence and thievery are astounding; I
have known them carry off the wick and smaller portions of
a brass lamp while it was being cleaned at the back of the
bungalow.

One of the finest sights that can be enjoyed is that of
a flock of peacocks flying about in the jungles. There is a
curious fact connected with the name of this bird which
throws some light upon Scripture history. King Solomon
(1 Kings x. 22) sent his navy to Tarshish, which returned
once in three years, bringing "gold and silver, ivory, and
apes, and peacocks." Now the word used in the Hebrew
Bible for peacock is " tukki" and as the Jews had, of course,
no word for these fine birds till they were first imported into
Judea by King Solomon, there is no doubt that " tukki " is
simply the old Tamil word "tokei" the name of the peacock.
This is therefore the first word of the Tamil language that
ever was put in writing. The ape or monkey also is, in
Hebrew, called "hqph" the Indian word for which is
*c kapi." Ivory, we have seen, is abundant in South India,
and gold is widely distributed in the rivers of the Western
coast. Hence the " Tarshish " referred to was doubtless the
"Western coast of India, and Solomon's ships were the first
" East Indiamen." From a very early period there has been
maritime intercourse between the West coast and Arabia, and
this was the first part of India reached in more recent times
by European explorers, attracted by the valuable products of
the East. A learned missionary, Dr. Caldwell, even con-